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LITTLE SMEATON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 1st February 2017
Present
 Chairman:    Cllr M Stewart,

 Councillors:  L Glendinning, G Ivey, T Murgatroyd
 Clerk:
Mrs M. Smith 

In Attendance: Mrs J Sycamore (Smeatons Magazine) and 1 member of the public

Item 1 Apologies
District Councillor Debbie White was unable to attend the meeting due to unforeseen circumstances. She sends her apologies.
Item 2 Declaration of Interest

See Agenda Item 6 
Item 3 Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the previous meeting held on the 9th November 2017 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman, proposer Cllr Ivey, seconded Cllr Stewart.
Item 4 Matters Arising from the Minutes 
· The chimney at Hillside Cottage has now been swept and certificates issued. The chimney sweep advises the smoke test was satisfactory, the chimney liming is intact and no smoke problems have been encountered by the tenants. £70 fee to be deducted from the rent.

· Permission given by Mr I Ward for a bus stop sign to be placed on the lamp post adjacent to the old Fox Inn. Cllrs agreed to install just the bus stop sign - Cost £145. Order to be placed with NYCC
· Letter sent to Mr S Jones thanking him for his services over the years.
· Mr M Hind of NYCC Highways has inspected the hedges encroaching onto the highway at Windyridge and advised that No 1 & 2 are satisfactory but 3 & 4 require attention. Mr Hind has visited the properties and also sent letters resulting in the hedges being cut back.
Item 5 Public Questions and Issues 

An attendee felt clearing the Hodge Lane bridge area had spoilt the natural habitat for wildlife and birds. Cllrs advised the plan is to create an area which can be used by residents. However Cllrs certainly would consider planting bluebells, daffodils and snowdrops.
Item 6 Correspondence 

Cllr Ivey declared an interest in item d.
· E mail received from a member of the public regarding loose dogs in the area of College Farm. Dog warden to be contacted. Clerk to action.
· A resident has requested an additional dog bin in the area of the T junction with Water Lane. Cllrs declined on the basis that there are dog bins in the vicinity in addition to litter bins.
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· Letter from NYCC re Urban Grass Cutting. Cllrs agreed that the Parish Council should continue to cut the visibility areas and receive the rebate of £77.20
· Archived documents have been received from Rural Action showing a plan of the chapel and surrounding land on Chapel Lane. Cllr Ivey expressed an interest in the document and requested looking into the document further.
· Consultation on Public Rights of Way- Cllr Ivey advised that there is a proposal to designate footpaths into categories 1, 2, 3 and 4 and that NYCC are going to potentially stop maintaining some of the lower categories which may have implications for the paths in Brockadale. Cllrs to enquire further into the detail of the document. 
Cllr Ivey & Cllr Murgatroyd to action

 Councillors noted the content of all correspondence.
Item 7 Planning Matters
a)   2016/1290/HPA 1 Mount Pleasant, Little Smeaton. Application to vary conditions. Application granted.
b) NY/2016/0185/ENV Extension to Wentedge Quarry . Little Smeaton Parish Council has submitted a formal objection to the above application. Residents have received a joint leaflet from both Parish Councils which asked letters of objection to be sent to NYCC Planning. Cllr McCartney has e mailed to advise he had received copies of 60 objection letters. Cllr McCartney will advise if and when the application goes to the Planning Committee. Cllr Murgatroyd suggested contacting the Environment Agency to ensure they are aware of the planning application. Clerk to action  

Item 8 Financial Matters 
· Coop Current A/C     £4839.88
Coop Deposit A/C         535.87



Balance
 5375.75
· Current finance sheet and petty cash book viewed and signed by the Chairman.
· Cheques required: - Clerks ½ year salary - £600
· Budget Statement for February2017-February 2018 issued to Cllrs.
· Cllrs agreed a Little Smeaton Parish Council precept of £3000.00 for the year 2017-2018 in advance of the present meeting in order to meet Selby D.C. deadline.

· Cllrs ratified the decision. Proposed by Cllr Ivey, seconded Cllr Murgatroyd. 
· Computor Funding:
YLCA Allowance -£989.20  
Costs :- 
Computor/printer/Software   £636.99



Setting up

               70.00


Initial Website Payment           139.44


Annual Website Payment        114.00






 960.43
Cllr Ivey to pay annual website renewal fee via LSPC debit card.
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Item 9 Defibrillator 
Letter from Kirk Smeton Parish Council advising they agree to refund half the grant from BHF - £300.00
.

Chris Smart has advised that the application for funding from the Masons will be placed before the funding board in March

Request to Wayleave to site the defibrillator on their substation and supply access to a charging unit has been declined. Therefore enquiries to be made as to whether it is possible to establish an electrical supply from a centrally located lamp post and site the defibrillator on a stand next to it. Clerk to action
Item 10 Hillside Cottage
Letting Agent to be contacted re grass being churned up by the tenant’s landrover on the access slope to the property. Clerk to action
Item 11 Flower Beds
Notice board planters- one container has been completed and spring bulbs planted. Second planter awaiting wood becoming available.
Item 12 Hodge Lane Bridge Area/ CEF Funding 

Cllr Ivey apologised for not sending off the resubmission of the CEF Funding Application this was due to unforeseen circumstances. Cllr Ivey to enquire re status of the application now.
Item 13 Any Other Business 
· No applications have been received for the vacant post of Parish Councillor. Cllr Ivey to place the vacancy in the Smeatons Magazine again.
· Cllrs discussed the area of land adjacent to Hillside Cottage and the possible sale of the land. Cllrs agreed that residents must be consulted and suggested an initial notice asking for comments in the Smeatons Magazine. It was recognised that should the sale of the land be welcomed by residents then the use of the funds must include resident’s wishes and hold equal importance in any discussions or plans implemented.
· The Smaller Authorities (Transparency Requirement) Regulations 2015/494 requires the Parish Council to publish all the pages of the yearly audit plus the asset list as well as the current finance sheet. Clerk to action
· Cllrs agreed that parameters be established for the number of tenders required for work carried out for the Parish Council and written into Standing Orders. Cllrs agreed to a requirement of 2 tenders for any work of £500 and above and 3 tenders for £2000 and above. Clerk to action  
· Cllr McCartney has offered the use of soluble paint spray and a stencil for use as a dog fouling deterrent. Cllrs declined the use of the equipment but thanked Cllr McCartney for the offer.
Item 14 Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday 22nd March 2017  7.30p.m. in The Community Room, Kirk Smeaton School
Item 16 Matters in Private


None
Signed.....................................................................................Chairman 
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