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LITTLE SMEATON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF ANNUAL OPEN MEETING HELD ON 10th May 2017

Present
Chairman:  
Cllr. M. Stewart

Councillors:
G Ivey, L Glendinning, T Murgatroyd
Clerk:

Mrs M Smith. 
In attendance – Mrs J Pouncey (Smeatons Magazine) and1 member of the public
Item 1 Opening of Meeting
Cllr. Stewart opened the meeting at 7.00p.m The Annual Report was circulated and will be   published on the website
Item 2 Public Questions & Issues 
1.The proposed sale of land adjacent to Hillside Cottage was raised by a member of the public.
The Chairman explained the main reasons for the proposed sale:-

· The opportunity to use the proceeds for village amenities

· The need to carry out repairs and improvements to Hillside Cottage which at present provides the main source of income for the Parish Council

· The Parish Council are expected to fund additional duties than previously e.g .grass cutting.
Cllr Ivey advised that any money received from the sale of the land could only be used for capital projects not for general running costs of the Parish council.
It was brought to the attention of the Cllrs that in previous years the Parish Council had designated the land as a wild life area and an agreement made that any change of use had to be agreed with the residents. The Councillors were unaware of this agreement. In view of the importance of the issue the parishioner felt all residents should be informed of the proposed sale. Councillors agreed to mailshot all residents despite inviting residents to previous discussions on the matter. They agreed also to check the archived minutes at Northallerton regarding any previous agreement.
The resident expressed concern regarding the lack of a Village Plan which would give a clear picture of the village going forward. Cllrs indicated that a village plan involves input from both Cllrs and residents and in view of the fact residents rarely attend Parish Council Meetings and only one person has attended the Open Meeting or commented on the proposed sale of land then a Village Plan would probably not be of any benefit.

The merits of the land being left as a natural habitat were discussed. Both Cllrs and the resident agreed that if left as a wildlife area it should be managed correctly. This involves costs for the Parish Council and volunteers are limited.

The Chairman concluded that the Parish Council does have to consider the financial side of the subject as we are duty bound to make the village a better place to live in whilst keeping the assets we already have. Hillside Cottage brings in revenue income and this will be retained. The Parish Council has started to convert the land at the other side of Hillside Cottage into an area that can be used and enjoyed by all residents whilst maintaining a natural habitat for wildlife. The sale of the land on the other side of Hillside Cottage would allow many other amenities to be developed for the good of the residents.  
2.The plans for the installation of a defibrillator in Little Smeaton was raised by a resident.

Cllr Ivey explained that originally funds were successfully sought for a joint venture with Kirk Smeaton and a defibrillator was successfully sited at The Shoulder of Mutton. However the unit is over 600 meters from the majority of Little Smeaton residents and this is outside the emergency services recommended accessible distance and thus a second defibrillator is required for Little Smeaton.
Kirk Smeaton will share the funding originally awarded however a suitable location central to Little Smeaton is still required to install it. The Parish Council has contacted the NYCC Highways and the electrical companies regarding taking a spur from a street lamp post however this is not allowed for defibrillators and other ideas have proved very expensive. The only way of progressing the matter is to find a resident who is willing to site the equipment on their property.
Cllrs concluded that this is the type of project that the Parish Council would like to undertake if funds were available.

The Chairman thanked all for attending and closed the meeting at 8.10p.m.
Signed........................................................................................Chairman    5.07.17           
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Signed ………………………….……………….Chairman                    Date   5.7.2017                   
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