


67













66











LITTLE SMEATON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 27th January 2016
Present
Chair:  Cllr M Stewart

Councillors: S Jones, L Glendinning, G Ivey
Clerk:
        Mrs M. Smith 
In Attendance: - Mrs J Pouncey (Smeatons Magazine) and 1 member of the public
Item 1 Apologies/Councillor Vacancy
None
Cllr Frizzell has submitted his resignation. Letter of thanks to be sent. Vacancy advertised on the parish notice board

Item 2 Minutes of previous meeting.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 18th November 2015 proposed as a true record by Cllr Ivey, seconded by Cllr Stewart.
Item 3 Matters Arising from the Minutes
· Mrs P Morritt thanked the Parish Council for the advisory letter proposing to action the tree pruning at her property once planning permission has been approved.
· Cllr Jones advised that the swing seats which were potentially unsafe as per the Playsafety report had been removed and stored subject to repairs being carried out. Repairs were also needed to various pieces of play equipment although not highlighted in the report. Quotes to be sought. Clerk to action.
· Cllr Ivey reviewed the NYCC Minerals and Waste Joint Plan specifically noting the long term plans for Barnsdale Bar, Darrington and Wentedge Road quarries for next 30 years. Cllrs agreed that no further response should be made at present.
Item 4 Public Questions and Issues

The Clerk raised two questions on behalf of Mr T Fletcher:
1. Could the telephone box repainting be included in the Hodge Lane bridge area improvements? Cllrs concurred with the proposal.

2. Would the Parish Council consider the amalgamation of LSPC and KSPC? Cllrs felt this matter should be asked and discussed at the next Annual Parish Open Meeting. However it was felt that there are occasions when the councils could join together on various projects.

Item 5 Correspondence
· Poster from Nigel Adams MP to be displayed on the notice board

· Thankyou card from the Hillside Cottage tenants.
Cllrs noted the content of all correspondence

Item 6 Planning Matters

· 2015/01191/HPA The Granary, Main Street, Little Smeaton. Proposed single storey side extension to annex building. Application Granted. Observations sent by LSPC being followed up by Stewart Ranford of Selby D.C.
· 2015/1310/TCO Rivermead, Water Lane Little Smeaton. Tree Felling Authorised
· DIWI/2015/1212/HPA 6 Mount Pleasant, Little Smeaton. Amended Plans. No objections.
Item 7 Financial Matters 
7.1 Bank Statement and Petty Cash
Coop Current A/C     £1691.11
Coop Deposit A/C         535.19

Balance
2226.30
Current finance sheet viewed and signed by the Chair. Petty cash book signed by the Chair
Cheques required: - Mrs M Smith - £500.00
VAT return to be carried out.

7.2 Precept

Cllrs discussed imposing a precept and agreed it would be required for the forthcoming financial year however it should remain the same at £3000.00. Cllr Jones proposed imposing a precept and Cllr Stewart seconded. The motion was carried unanimously.
7.3 Audit
The Audit Commission ceased to exist on the 1 April 2015 and a new Sector Led Body audit regime has replaced it. Councils must decide whether to stay in this new arrangement or opt out and use their own audit facilities. Cllrs agreed to stay in and have an auditor appointed for them. 
Item 8 Hillside Cottage
· The £300 bond has been refunded to the Parish Council.
· The contract to allow one dog at Hillside Cottage is now in place and a dog bond of £100 paid.

· Cllrs discussed at length whether to proceed with Small Claims Court action regarding the path at Hillside Cottage. In view of the financial implications of court action and no guarantee of recovering any monies, Cllrs agreed not to proceed with court action.

Item 9 Website Development
Cllr Ivey advised Cllrs that the website was nearing completion and should be ready in the near future however the ownership of the website has still to be arranged. 
Item 10 Standing Orders


Cllrs agreed to adopt the model Standing Orders developed by the Northumberland Association of Local Councils and adapt for LSPC usage. Cllr Ivey proposed acceptance of the Standing Orders and Cllr Stewart seconded. 

Cllrs also agreed the NALC Code of Conduct should be adapted for LSPC usage. Copies both the Standing Orders and the updated Code of Conduct will then be issued to all Cllrs. 
Item 11 Flower Beds

No further information
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Item 12 Hodge Lane Bridge Area


No further information has been received from Groundwork. Paul Varney to be contacted. Clerk to action.

Cllrs discussed incorporating the maintenance of the area into the grass cutting contract. 

Cllr Ivey to arrange an inspection and report of the trees to be felled/cut back within the proposed area.
Item 13 Any Other Business

E mail received from Cllr J McCartney regarding funds available for community group 


grants. Clerk to contact
Item 14 Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday 23rd March 2016.  7.30p.m.in the Community Room, Kirk Smeaton School

Signed.....................................................................................Chairman 
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